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" The expence of floating tlie timbers from the forest to
Banga is about 1 rupee 4 annas per score, and about the same
sum is charged for conveying them to Svlhet; but this ex-
pence is more than compensated by the sale of the bamboos,
given gratis by the wood-cutters, to form the rafts,"

40th. " As Jarool is only used hi Svlhet for the construc-
tion of large chunam boats, the trade in that article has fallen
off greatly of late, in consequence of the stagnation in the
lime business, and the annual demand, therefore, does not
now exceed two thousand timbers, which is about one-half
the number formerly exported. From 1,500 to 2,000 Dums
and Karis form the amount exported of those classes. Jarool
is seldom carried beyond the district of Sylhet, in logs, in
consequence of the difficulty of floating the timbers across
so large a river as the Megna; it is sometimes exported in
planks, but more commonly, is worked up at Azmeerigunje,
Chattuk, and Soonamgunje, into boats, for which, on account
of its buoyancy, it is eminently fitted/1

41st. <: A Jarool boat, well smeared with Belah, will last
with occasional repairs, about 10 or 1 % years, and one of twelve
hundred maunds burthen may be built in Kachar for about
350 Rupees. Of the trees sold as Dums and Karis, there are
many, wliich are very strong and durable woods, fit for
building and furniture, but which have not yet been intro-
duced to a fair market, in consequence of the want of enter-
prize and capital of the traders."

42nd. The Soormah river, as has been already remarked,
is the channel by which all the timbers cut in the forest are
conveyed to Sylhet, Hubbeegunge, and Nubbeegunge, the last
two being the principal marts on the Kosseearah branch,
where, at the commencement of the cold season^ very exten-
sive rafts of the finest timber are annually brought down for
sale by the Muneepooree settlers. So great was the facility
of communication afforded by the Soormah, that until a
very recent period, the scanty population of Kachar had
hardly felt the want of any more direct line of transit from
one extremity of the district to the other, nearly all the vil-
lages which were then inhabited, lying on the north or south